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The Caribbean North: Colombia 

History of Conflict 

 Civil war over religious issues: 

 Catholic conservatives vs. 
liberals divided all levels of 
society 

 La Violencia: last decade of  
wars 

 1970s simultaneous disorder: 

 Anti-government terrorism 

 Rise of the drug trade and 
formation of drug cartels 
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The Caribbean North: Colombia 

People and Resources 
 Scattered population 

 Clustered in west and north 

 Clusters not well-interconnected 

 Resources 

 Agriculture and other resources 

found in west and north 

 Oil and gas reserves  along 

border with Venezuela and 

eastern Andes 

 Vast, remote, and flat interior 

fertile ground for drug industry 
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The Caribbean North: Colombia 

Cocaine’s Curse 
 Crippling effect on country 

• Infiltration of drug cartels in 

political and security systems 

• Control of vast networks of 

producers and exporters 

• Violence of cartel wars  

• Cartels and rural property owners 

organized their own private 

armies fighting with each other 

and with the government • Wrecked the 

legitimate economy 

 

The Caribbean North: Colombia 

Threats of the Insurgent State 

 Evolution of state chaos: 

 Contention: rebellion erupts from a base within the state. 

 Equilibrium: rebels control a territory and gain enough 

strength to leverage negotiation with state government: 

 Insurgent state: rebel domain acts as a nascent state. 

 A failed state results when the state’s institutions collapse 

and anarchy prevails. 

 Counteroffensive: state government is able to resume conflict 

and ultimately defeat the insurgents. 

 

The Caribbean North: Colombia 

Threats of the Insurgent State 
 During the 1990–2000s, several 

near-insurgent states: 

“Farclandia”: FARC started as a 
communist insurgent group during 
La Violencia and grew by taxing 
the drug trade. 

Government was near to losing 
control. 

 Twin campaign: war and peace 

Help from the U.S. to wage 
war on drug industry and 
insurgent states 

− Peace through legal 

means by persuading 

rebels to give up arms 
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The Caribbean North: 

Colombia 

A New Economic Future? 

 Campaign for economic revival: 

 Growth due to business-friendly 
policy and boosting exports 

 Nation in crisis: 

 Entrenched drug industry and 
strains of U.S. “partnership” 

 Extreme inequality, especially in 
the countryside: 

 Rural poor turn to drug industry 
for employment 

 Much needed land reform 

The Caribbean North: Venezuela 

 Venezuelan Highlands 

 People, major cities and 
economic activity 

 Maracaibo Lowlands 
and Llanos 

 Development of 
petroleum industry 

 Guiana Highlands 

 Agriculture in the tierra 
templada 

 Iron ore reserves 
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The Caribbean North: Venezuela 

Oil and Politics 

 Government mismanagement: 

 Oil boom and borrowing 

against future oil profits 

 1980s oil prices collapsed, 

leaving massive foreign debt 

 1990s political crisis, 

recession, and near 

bankruptcy 

 No equitable distribution of 

national wealth 

• Rise of Hugo Chávez: 

– Elected in 1998 and in 2000 

– A result of urban poor and 

middle class disgust with 

failing ruling elite 

The Caribbean North: Venezuela 

Venezuela’s Autocratic Turn 

 Controversial Chávez: 

 Amassing more personal 

political power  

 Insincere about true social 

equality 

 Contentious stance on 

global geopolitics 

 Critic of U.S. 

“imperialism” 

 

• 2009 referendum abolished 

term limits, allowing his 

reelection in 2012 
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The Caribbean North: The “Three Guianas” 

 Varied non-“Latin” colonial 

legacies 

 Plantation zone based on 

Caribbean colonial model 

Guyana 

 Former British colony left 

ethnically and culturally 

divided 

 Prospect of oil in the future 

for a poor, rural state 

The Caribbean North: The “Three Guianas” 

Suriname 
 Former Dutch colony with a 

great deal of ethnic 
division 

 Poor state with bleak 
prospects 

French Guiana 
 Severely underdeveloped 

French dependency 

 Touched by globalization: 
European Space Agency’s 
spaceport 
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The Andean West 

 Physiographical dominance 

of the Andes 

 Historic and cultural 

persistence of Amerindian 

peoples 

 South America’s poorest 

regions 

 Legacy of land-owning elite 

and landless peons 

 Dynamic possibilities of the 

energy industry 



10/5/2015 

10 

The Andean West: Peru 

Three Subregions 

 Desert-coast: site of the capital, Lima 

 Historic hub of the Spanish South American empire 

 Commercially productive: fishing and agriculture 

 Andean or Sierra: Amerindians ancestral home 

 Politically, socially, and economically on the margins 

 Only economic exception are the vast mineral reserves 

 Subsistence agriculture in isolated and clustered villages 

 East or Oriente: inland slopes that drain into the Amazon 

 Most isolated subregion anchored by east-facing Iquitos 

 Growing population reflects Peru’s plans to open interior 

 

The Andean West: Peru 

A New Era 

 Petroleum discoveries: 

 New discoveries add to existing reserves west of Iquitos. 

 Threat to environment and isolated Amerindians. 

 Uneven benefit: proceeds will continue to go to already-

favored residents. 

 Political precipice:  

 Near-majority of Amerindian population are restless and 

have models of empowerment not formerly seen. 

 Current president is supported by traditional establishment. 

The Andean West: Ecuador 

 Some similarity with Peru: 

 Regional variations 

 Population clustered in 
Andes 

 Productive coastal strip 

 Economic activity: 

 Coastal lowlands 

 Fertile tropical plains 

 Seafood and agriculture 

 Oriente 

 Expanding oil production 

• Regional divisions 

– Europeans vs. Amerindians 

– Coastal lowland vs. 

Andean-highland 

Concept Caching: 
Skyline of Guayaquil, Ecuador 

© Harm de Blij 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=443
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The Andean West: Bolivia 

 Landlocked isolation, surrounded by 

peripheries, altiplanos, and mountains 

The European/Amerindian Divide 

 Government history of mistreatment 

and exploitation 

 Poverty of Amerindian majority 

 Amerindian political influence 

 Opposition to gas exporting to the 

US led to government resignation 

 Election of Evo Morales and 

nationalization of natural gas industry 

Concept Caching: 
Dry Farming the  
Bolivian altiplano 

© Barbara Weightman 

http://www.conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=508
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The Andean West: Bolivia 

Departments and Capitals 
 Regional-political divisions 

 Departments: western Amerindian 
majority and eastern mestizo 
majority 

 Dueling capitals: La Paz in the west  
vs. Sucre or Santa Cruz in the east 

 Oriente Departments 

 Economically advantaged 

 Talk of political autonomy, even 
secession 

 Social policies are at the mercy of global 
natural gas prices 

Concept Caching: 
Socioeconomic divisions in 
urban Bolivia 

© Barbara Weightman 

The Andean West: Paraguay 

 Transitional bridge between regions: 

 Dominance of indigenous ancestry 

 Impoverished, low urbanization and high inequality 

 Forming of a Brazilian farming exclave in the east 

 Political hope: election of pro-indigenous priest 

 Inspired by liberation theology and poverty relief 

 Promised land reform 

 Triple Frontier: lawless border zone of Brazil, Argentina, and 
Paraguay 

 Scene of smuggling, money-laundering 

 Global terrorism utilizes the weakness of the state 

http://www.conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=505
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The Southern Cone: Argentina 

 Region’s largest in territory and 
population 

 Pampa: Most populated 

 Economy of the Pampa 
based in commercial meat 
and grain production 

 Fills the food needs of 
industrializing Europe 

 Other subregions: 

 Chaco –   Andes 

 Patagonia –   Cuyo 

 Entre Rios –   North 

The Southern Cone: Argentina 

A Culture Urban and Urbane 

 Historically one of the realm’s 

most affluent and urbanized 

countries 

 Diverse cultural imprint of 

mostly European immigrants 

 Urban centers focus on 
processing raw materials from 
the interior regions 

 Enormous product range 
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The Southern Cone: Argentina 

Economic Volatility 

 Boom and bust economic history: 

 Political infighting and mismanagement 

contributed to economic ruin: 

 Lopsided political geography favors the 

larger provinces. 

 Corruption and military junta paved the 

way for soaring inflation and national 

debt. 

 Contemporary goals of fiscal 

responsibility plagued by old problems: 

 Inflation, labor troubles and lack of 

confidence by foreign investors 
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Among the Realm’s Great Cities: Buenos Aires 

 “Fair winds” drew European mariners 
to the site. 

 Residents known as porteños exemplify 
importance of shipping. 

 Interface between global markets and 
productive agricultural hinterland.   

 Primate city: 

 Political capital, economic core, 
and cultural center 

 Revival of cultural golden years 
as the “Paris of the South” 

 

 

Concept Caching: 
Plaza de Mayo in  
Buenos Aires 

© Harm de Blij 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=154
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The Southern Cone: Chile 

 Elongated state: territory is long and narrow 

 Extends across several environmental zones 
 Political and economic challenges 
 Physiography helped to overcome  

Three Subregions 
 Middle Chile 

 Location of capital and major urban port 
 Fertile lands dominated by Europeans 

 Atacama Desert 

 Wealth of mineral deposits and mestizos 
 Southern coasts 

 Amerindian majorities among fjords,  
 islands, and cold Andean interior 

The Southern Cone: Chile 

Political and Economic Success 

 Success of free-market reforms: 

 Foreign investments have allowed Chile to 

diversify out of commodity dependence. 

 Agricultural exports benefit from Chile’s seasonal 

inversion with the Northern Hemisphere. 

 Manufacturing is expanding. 

 Inflation, unemployment, and poverty are lower. 

 Globalized economy has found new trading 

partners along the Pacific Rim. 

 Economic successes tempered shock and aided 

recovery of the catastrophic 2010 earthquake. 
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The Southern Cone: Uruguay 

 Buffer state between Spanish 

Argentina and Portuguese Brazil 

 Economic prosperity: 

 Agriculturally productive 

 Grazing, beef, wool, and textiles 

 Realm’s tourist destination 

 At the mercy of its larger neighbors: 

 Attempts at diversification  

subject to approval of 

Mercosur/l 
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Brazil: Giant of South America 

 Emerging regional and 
economic superpower 

 BRICs 

 Progress due to 
political developments 
and sheer territorial 
size 

 Vast environmental range 

 Diverse population, 
pervasive ethnic mixing, 
and true national culture 
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Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Inequality and Poverty 

 Sharp social inequalities exhibited in 
land ownership and living conditions 
in favelas. 

 Poverty relief: 

 Land reform 

 Bolsa Familia subsidy program: 

 Promotes education and health 
among poor families. 

 Successes of the program 
provide a model for antipoverty 
campaigns. 

 Poverty rates and GINI coefficient 
have declined from 2000–2010 

Concept Caching: 
Hillside favelas of  
Rio de Janeiro 

© Harm de Blij 

Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Development Prospects 

 Endowed with natural resources: 

 Metallic ores –  Oil and gas fields 

 Hydroelectricity –  Adoption of biofuels 

 Abundant arable land 

 Industrialization: 

 1990s end of protectionism 

 Increased productivity, quality, and international trade 

 Formidable global competitor: 

 Challenge to U.S. agricultural and industrial products 

 Increasing trade with China 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=166
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Brazil: Giant of South America: 

A Highly Promising Oil Future 

 Diversifying beyond commodity dependency: 

 Increased manufacturing and high-tech. 

 Brazilian economy weathered the global recession. 

 2009 discovery of one of world’s largest oil fields: 

 Brazil has since become self-sufficient in oil production and will 

eventually become an oil exporter. 

 Full exploitation of deeply buried oil deposits are costly, 

requiring foreign investment and state-of-the-art extraction 

methods. 

 Will likely help to further advance Brazil’s tech sector. 

Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Brazil’s Subregions 

Northeast 
 Plantation economy and resulting 

cultural makeup 
 Exhibits inequalities: 

 Sertão backcountry is 
overpopulated and impoverished. 

 Unequal land tenure. 
 Country beset by periodic El 

Niño droughts. 
 Expanding industries: 

 Energy, agriculture, tourism, 
and high-tech are growing. 

Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Brazil’s Subregions 

Southeast 
 Brazil’s core area 
 From minerals to industry: 

 Gold, iron and other minerals 
 Industrial diversification 

São Paulo State 
 Growth and development: 

 Initially built on fazendas; 
more agricultural crops today. 

 Industrial strength is a result of 
positional advantages. 

 Area is a magnet for migrants and 
investment. 
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Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Brazil’s Subregions 

South 
 Agricultural affluence: 

 European cultivation of wine, 

tobacco, grain, and cattle 

 Cultural clashes between 

European and non-European 

 Some extremist talks of 

secession 

 Industrial development: 

 Coal, manufacturing, and 

high-tech 

Among the Realm’s Great Cities: São Paulo 

 Third largest metropolis on Earth: 

 Steady growth with agricultural 

processing and manufacturing 

 Postindustrialism abated by influx of 

high-tech and research 

 Commercial and financial hub 

 Overurbanization: 

 Overcrowding, pollution, and 

congestion 

 Poverty and shantytowns 

Concept Caching: 
Little Tokyo of São Paulo 

© Barbara Weightman 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=282
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Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Brazil’s Subregions 

Interior or Central-West 
 Forward capital of Brasília: 

 Location of new capital signals 

opening of inland frontier 

 Exploitation of the cerrado or fertile 

savanna: 

 Promise for large-scale 

mechanized farming 

 Accessibility problem of poorly 

linked infrastructure 

 Ferronorte railway and Soy 

Highway projects underway 

Brazil: Giant of South America: 

Brazil’s Subregions 

 Development projects: 

 Grande Carajás Project: 
mining and infrastructure 

 Polonoroeste Plan: opening 
of western Amazon for 
agriculture 

 

North 
 Rapidly developing 
 Migration and deforestation: 

 Influx of laborers and 
peasants 

 Confrontations with 
aboriginal tribes 

 Pledge to end deforestation 
and toward a “green 
economy” 

 Growth-pole concept:  
 Simulating development 

for  surrounding area 

 

Concept Caching: 
Manaus on the Amazon 

© Barbara Weightman 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=528

