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Southern Africa: Africa’s Richest Region 

 Materially rich: 

 Mineral deposits 

 Agriculturally diverse 

 Uneven prosperity: 

 West and south middle-
income states 

 East low-income states 

 Wide range of constraints on 
development 

 Still, better off than others of 
the realm 
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Southern Africa: South Africa 

South Africa and the Realm 
 Giant of the region and the 

realm: 

 Expansive and productive 

 Magnet for the realm’s 
people 

Historical Legacy 

 Four decades of apartheid: 

 Practice involving strict racial 
segregation and severe 
discrimination 

 Separate development 
applied by the white, ruling 
minority 

 Ended with an accord between 
opposing sides: 

 1994 democratic election of 
ANC’s Mandela 

Concept Caching: 
Cape Town, South Africa 

© Matt Ebiner 

Southern Africa: South Africa 

People and Places in  

South Africa 

 Territorial struggles: 

 Between African peoples 

 Migrated into the cul-de-sac 

 Cape seen as strategic gateway 
from Atlantic to Indian Ocean. 

 Dutch Boer and British vied for 
power and territory in the early 
state. 

 Eventually, Boors and British 
called themselves Afrikaners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=610
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Southern Africa: South Africa 

The Ethnic Mosaic 

 Southeast and South Asians brought by 
Europeans as laborers. 

 Africans still outnumber nonnatives. 

 Regionalism of ethnic groups: 

 Among factors that led to dual 
scheme of separate development 
and apartheid 

 Urbanization intermingled diverse 
populations: 

 Shantytowns  

 ANC anti-apartheid movement 

Concept Caching: 
Muslim Cape Malay women 

© Matt Ebiner 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=604
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Southern Africa: South Africa 

Political Change 

 Change in the territorial administrative structure 

 Reorganized into nine provinces, from four initially: 

Names were changed to reflect certain ethic groups. 

 Largest provinces were divided. 

A New Era Dawns 

 Resilience of the new constitution 

 ANC presidents elected in 1999 and 2007: 

 Jacob Zuma of the ANC was first elected president of Zulu 
ancestry. 

Southern Africa: South Africa 

Infrastructural Gains During Apartheid 
 Economic geography evolved; labor force grew. 

 Separate development led to social unrest and education gap. 

 International sanctions against the apartheid regime damaged 

the economy. 

How the Economy Evolved: 

Diamonds and Gold 
 New economic geography: 

 Infrastructure and labor 

 Urban growth 

 Industry and investment 

Concept Caching: 
South Africa transportation 
network 

© Harm de Blij 

Among the Realm’s Great Cities: Johannesburg 

 Center of the realm’s one true 

conurbation: 

 Started as a mining town of the 

Witwatersrand 

 Developed as a white city in the 

north and black city in the south 

 The city today: 

 Smoggy, high-elevation thin air 

 Heart of industrial, commercial 

and financial complex known as 

Gauteng 

 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=445
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Southern Africa: South Africa 

 Urgent need for land 

reform 

 Scourge of AIDS and 

governments failure to 

address the crisis 

 

The Economy Today 

 “Most important country in 

Subsaharan Africa” 

 Long-range problems: 

 Commodity-dependent economy 

with weak manufacturing 

 Growing racial inequality gap: 

 High unemployment, low income 

among blacks 

 Tensions between locals and 

immigrants 

 

Concept Caching: 
Hospice village for children with 
AIDS in Johannesburg 

© Alexander B. Murphy 

Southern Africa: The Middle Tier 

Lesotho and Swaziland 

 Traditional kingdoms 

relying on workers’ 

remittances abroad 

Namibia 

 Former German colony with 

lingering cultural influence 

 Impoverished, subsistence 

farming amid mining 

 

© Harm de Blij 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=204
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Southern Africa: The Middle Tier 

Botswana 
 Contrasts: subsistence farming 

and diamonds 

 Severe AIDS problem 

 

Concept Caching: 
Life of women in 
Botswana 
© Harm de Blij 

Southern Africa: The Middle Tier 

The Tragedy of Zimbabwe 

 Once a vibrant economy: 

 Country is endowed with farmlands, cool uplands, mineral 
resources, and varied natural environments. 

 Ethnic infighting: 

 Successful joint campaign between ethnic groups to end 
white-minority rule descended into conflict between them. 

 Mugabe: Inept, corrupt, and dictatorial:   

 Violent “land reform” destroyed the agricultural economy. 

 Most vulnerable faced disease and destroyed livelihood. 

 Neighboring countries failed to intervene. 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=186
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Southern Africa: The Northern Tier 

Angola 

 Former Portuguese colony: 

 Together with Cabinda exclave, 
surrounded by The Congo 

 Postindependence deterioration: 

 Unprepared by Portuguese for 
independence. 

 Cold War divisions wreaked havoc 
on the thriving economy. 

 Economic rebound: 

 At one time, fastest-growing 
economy in the world 

 Oil production: national revenues 
and international investment 

 Secessionist movement in Cabinda 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Africa: The Northern Tier 

Moçambique 

 Former Portuguese dependency: 

 Independence and Marxist course 
brought disastrous economic and 
political consequences 

 At one time was world’s poorest 
country 

 Advantages: 

 Bauxite mineral deposits and 
relative location 

 Economic growth rapid, yet 
commodity dependent 

 Inequality reigns: 

 No effort at distributing benefits of 
growth 

 Prevailing poverty 
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Southern Africa: 

The Northern Tier 

Zambia 
 Landlocked dependence: 

 Mineral wealth stymied by global 
commodity prices and neighboring 
conflicts 

 Recent Chinese interest and 
investment 

Malawi 
 Economy dominated by agriculture: 

 Environmental degradation and 
fluctuations create boom and busts. 

 Recent surpluses were exported to 
Zimbabwe. 

Concept Caching: 
Woman with headload and 
baby in Malawi 

© Barbara Weightman 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=306
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East Africa 

 Great Lakes: 

 Water-filled elongated rift 

valleys and high-plateau basins 

 Western border of East Africa 

 Highlands: 

 Region’s elevation tempers 

effects of its equatorial latitude 

 Diversity of cultures: 

 Historic mingling of tribal 

African peoples and non-

African arrivals at the coast 

 Led to development of East 

African lingua franca 
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East Africa: Kenya 

 Independence development: 

 Agricultural exports and tourism 

 Latest decades of problems: 

 Population growth pressures 

 Wildlife poaching  

 Natural disasters 

 Government corruption 

 AIDS epidemic 

 Terrorism 

 Ethnic divisions 

Concept Caching: 
Farming in the Kenyan 
highlands 

© Harm de Blij 

Among the Realm’s Great Cities: Nairobi 

 Kenyan primate city: 

 Favorable site with fresh water 

 Central to government functions 

 Principal center for commerce, 

industry, tourism, and education 

 Urban concerns: 

 Environmental damage 

 Political and security problems 

 Inequality 

 Concept Caching: 
South Asian presence in Kenyan 
urban centers 

© Harm de Blij 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=149
http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=185
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East Africa: Tanzania 

 “A country without a core”: 

 Dispersed population clusters 

and productive economic zones 

 About 100 different ethnic 

groups with no majority 

 Socialist development 

 Economic decline, but political 

stability 

 Prospects improve with the 

rebounding tourist industry 

 

Concept Caching: 
Maasai dwellings in Tanzania 

© Barbara Weightman 

Concept Caching: 
Overloaded bus in Tanzania 

© Barbara Weightman 

East Africa: Uganda 

 Landlocked state dependent on 
neighbors for outlets 

 British indirect rule: 

 Left one ethnic group 
privileged above the others 

 After independence, colonial 
system fell apart 

 After Independence problems: 

 Brutality of Idi Amin ruined 
the economy 

 AIDS epidemic 

 No constructive role in 
neighbor’s conflicts 

 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=301
http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=299
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East Africa: Rwanda and Burundi 

 Caught in between imperial land 
grabs: 

 From German to Belgian control 

 Colonial master’s favored a 
different ethnic group 

 Ethnic and sociocultural conflict 

 Complicated context:  

 Ethnic group dominance over 
others 

 Socioeconomic mixing  

 Violent resentment between 
and within groups 

 Led to genocide in the 1990s and 
continues without international 
intervention 
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East Africa: Ethiopia 

 Physiographically and culturally part 
of the region: 

 Despite lack of functional 
linkages 

 Gave independence to Eritrea 
and became landlocked 

 Relative location near the 
African Transition Zone 

 Economic progress: 

 Via new government initiatives 
partnered with foreign investors 

 Largely agricultural products and 
tourism 

 Yet, many citizens are subsistence 
farmers and rely on imported 
food 

 

East Africa: Madagascar 

 Island shares some similarities with the realm:  

ethnic diversity, colonial interlude, political 

turmoil, population growth, economic troubles, 

and environmental destruction 

 An island apart from Africa, with significant 

distinctions: 

 Ethnic mix founded by Southeast Asians  

 Island’s staple crop is rice, not corn 

 Unique zoogeographic realm: many 

animals found exclusively on the island 
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Equatorial Africa 

 Equatorial: location, climate, 
and environment 

 Western region exhibits low-
elevation tropics: 

 Dominated by the bowl-
shaped Congo Basin 

 East is part of high-elevation 
rift valley. 

 States of the region: 

 The Congo territorial 
giant 

 Atlantic coastal states 

 Transition zone states 
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Equatorial Africa: The Congo 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 Powerful centrifugal forces pull the country apart. 

 Forested basin is barrier to communication and transportation. 

 Productive areas in the periphery separated by vast distances: 

 Areas tend to make more connections across the border. 

Crisis in the Interior 

 Civil war spillover from neighbor, Rwanda: 

 Via one of world’s largest refugee flows in The Congo. 

 2004 to 2007 was relatively stable interlude. 

 However, civil unrest erupted again, continuing intermittently. 
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Equatorial Africa: Across the River 

 West and north of the Congo and Ubangi rivers 

 Two landlocked states: 

 Chad: very remote, yet in flux due to recent oil discovery 

 Central African Republic: chronically unstable and mired in 

poverty 

 In the Atlantic Ocean 

 Two volcanic islands: São Tomé and Príncipe 

 Densely forested ministate has small population. 

 Recent discovery of oil will transform its economy. 
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Equatorial Africa: Across the River 

 Atlantic Coastal States 

 Gabon: upper-middle-income economy with largest mineral 

reserves 

 Cameroon: region’s strongest agricultural sector from its 

higher-latitude location and higher elevations  

 Congo: political, civil war has devastated state’s potential 

as the region’s transit hub 

 Equatorial Guinea: one of the least-developed territories, 

about to be transformed by oil 

Equatorial Africa: South Sudan 

 Colonial legacy of combining culturally averse areas: 

 North Sudan: Arabized and Islamized 

 South Sudan: African and Christian-Animist 

 Contributed to a long-running internal conflict 

 Referendum for independence: 

 New state has ample oil, minerals, and arable land. 

 Legacy of inept governance: poverty and complete lack of 

infrastructure. 

 North–South border province with major oilfield did not 

participate in the referendum; now a site of violence. 
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West Africa 

 Colonial legacies: 

 Mostly British and French, 

with one Portuguese 

 Little interaction and no 

economic interdependence 

 Cultural divisions between 

coastal and interior peoples 

 Divided environment 

 Interior steppes and 

deserts 

 Forested coasts 

• Parallel political boundaries 

divide coastal states  

• Realm’s most populous region 
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West Africa: Nigeria 

 British colonial legacy: 

 Ethnic diversity 
 Federal regional 

framework 
 Structured for primacy 

of non-Islamic south 
 Challenging independence: 

 Modified federal 
system 
 Eastern region’s civil 

war for independence 
More federal divisions 
New central capital 

West Africa: Nigeria  

Fateful Oil 

 Niger Delta oilfields discovered in 1950s. 

 New horizon beyond economy dependent on agriculture. 

 Oil bust and misguided development: 

 Industrial schemes and expensive luxuries 

 Agricultural foundation and infrastructure neglected 

 Poor management, corruption, theft, and added national debt 

 Conflict in the Delta: 

 Oil production and revenues interrupted by violence 

 Disenfranchised Delta residents left out of oil industry 
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West Africa: Nigeria  

Islam Ascendant 

 Northern states proclaimed 

Sharia law, a strict criminal code 

based on Islamic law: 

 Riots between Christians 

and Muslims ensued. 

 Spread of Sharia in north: 

 Followed by departure of 

Christians from those states 

 Intensified divisions and 

threaten cultural cohesion 

West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Arid dominance 

 Saharan Interior: Large territories and small populations: 

 Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, and Chad  

 Dominated by steppe and desert environments 

 Populations concentrated in steppe zone near water sources 

 Coastal states and aridity: 

 Many are entirely desert or semi-arid. 

 Many others have northern interior steppe zones. 

 Desertification, as the human-induced desert expansion, 
degrades pastures and is a constant worry for pastoralists in 
the region. 
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West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Benin and Togo 

 Elongated, narrow political units 
with northern savannas and humid, 
tropical coastal lowlands 

 Benin has a growing cultural and 
economic link to the Brazilian state 
of Bahía: 

 Country has legacy of the slave 
trade. 

 Many aspects of West African 
culture have survived there. 

Burkina Faso 

 Poor and landlocked; yet gold 
reserves are underdeveloped. 

 Majority Muslim. 

 

 

West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Ghana 

 “Model for Africa” 

 Democracy and political stability: 

Maturing with each peaceful 
presidential election 

 Ethnic strife could not upset its 
progress 

 Economy: 

 Agricultural exports 

Gold mining strictly regulated 

 Discovery of oil offshore 

 $550 million aid package in 
recognition of its achievements 

 

 

 

 

Concept Caching: 
Statue of the first president of 
Ghana in the capital, Accra 

© Harm de Blij 

http://conceptcaching.com/view_a_cache.php?cid=590
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West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Ivory Coast (Côte d’Ivoire) 

 Colonial “Independence”: 

 Lower-middle-income status based 
on two export crops. 

 Continued French involvement 
contributed to prosperity. 

 End of stability: 

 Declining economic prosperity  

 Regional political strife: 

 North–south cultural divisions 
fueled tensions and violence. 

 Cultural mix of other African 
nationals descend into disorder. 

 French expatriate communities 
were assaulted and many fled. 

 2010 contested election revived 
civil war. 

West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Liberia 

 Founded by freed American slaves 

 Eventually, resentment among local 
peoples exploded 

 Military coup and civil war 
divided along ethnic lines 

 Refugees were driven into 
neighboring countries 

 Stability returned in 2005 

Sierra Leone 

 Founded by the British as a haven 
for freed slaves 

 Also descended into civil war, 
requiring international intervention 
to bring back political order 
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West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Guinea 

 Dictatorial rule has squandered its 
potential: 

 Gold and bauxite deposits are 
significant. 

 Could be more agriculturally 
productive: coffee and cotton. 

 Offshore fishing could be lucrative. 

 Country includes refugees from 
conflict-ridden neighbors. 

 Substantial hinterland reaches into the 
interior: 

 Provides a wide range of 
environments 

Guinea-Bissau 

 Mini-state was a former Portuguese 
colony. 

 

West Africa: Coast and Interior 

Senegal 

 Capital anchors a well-defined core 
area and hinterland. 

 Economy largely agricultural with 
several exports. 

 Tradition of representative 
government has close ties back to 
France. 

 Cultural mosaic, yet unified as 94 
percent Muslim. 

Gambia 

 English-speaking enclave surrounded 
by Senegal. 

 Unsuccessful efforts at unification 
with Senegal have even sparked 
secession in adjacent Senegalese 
district. 

West Africa: Saharan Shadows 

 Environmentally dominated by the Sahara: 

 Desert expands and contracts over time. 

 Southern margin, or Sahel, shifts north or south. 

 Desertification: 

 People and their animals affect the Sahel’s outline.  

 Fragile landscape and limited carrying capacity are 

harmed by unrelenting population growth. 

 Traditions of the West African countryside: 

 Periodic markets alternate days to adjust to varying product 

supply, distance and population distributions. 
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The African Transition Zone 

Life in the Sahel 

 Climate transitions: 

 Belt of steppelands have 

unpredictable weather 

patterns 

 Impacts harvests and lives 

 Cultural transitions: 

 Islamic Front, as a religious 

frontier  

Neither static nor uniform 

along its boundary 

• The east (Sudan, 

Ethiopia) is often more 

prone to conflict 

The African Transition Zone: 

The Horn of Africa 

 Volatile subregion 

Djibouti 

 95% Muslim ministate 

 Overlooks an important global 
choke point: 

 The Bab el Mandeb Strait 
and entry to the Red Sea  

Eritrea 

 Split from Ethiopia  

 Ongoing boundary conflicts 
damaged both economies 
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The African Transition Zone: 

The Horn of Africa 

Ethiopia 
 Highland, Christian core 

encircled by Muslim states 

 Third of population is 

Muslim 

 Weak political and economic 

structures: 

 Virtually no rule of law 

 Internally chaotic and 

violent 

 Combative relations with 

neighbors, especially Eritrea 
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The African Transition Zone: 

The Horn of Africa 

Somalia 

 Desert-dominated climate: 

 Many Somalis seasonally 

migrate for pastures in or 

permanently live in Ethiopia. 

 Failed state and fragmentation: 

 Somaliland: Area is virtually 

independent but not globally 

recognized. 

 Puntland: local chiefs 

declared separate territory 

and their autonomy. 
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The African Transition Zone: 

The Horn of Africa 

Somalia 

 Internal conflict: 

 Near the capital, conflict between warlords and Islamic 
militias. 

 Militias have proclaimed their determination to create an 
Islamic state. 

 Somali pirates: 

 Sphere of activity extends from the lengthy coast. 

 Target larger vessels for ransom or cargo. 

 Piracy has a global impact on security of seagoing 
commerce. 


